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The bite of a genetically altered spider granted high-school student Peter Parker incredible arachnid-like 
powers. When a burglar killed his beloved Uncle Ben, a grief-stricken Peter vowed to use his amazing 
abilities to protect his fellow man. He learned the invaluable lesson that with great power there must 
also come great responsibility. 


Nay N= 
PREVIOUSLY: 


Peter Parker died heroically at the hands of Norman Osborn, a.k.a. the Green Goblin, 
in the arms of his one true love Mary Jane and the woman who raised him, Aunt May. 


While heroes and citizens alike must learn to cope in a world without Spider-Man, 
others begin to plot what happens next... 
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Thanks to Joe Sabino 


I didn 
Know anything } 
about this-- Been on 
g¢ theprivate 
calendar for 
two weeks, 
Philip. 


Is this gonna be like Syria? 
Are there gonna be big blue 
guys with AK-47s sitting 
around a boardroom table in 
the Chrysler building? 
‘Cause if so, I vote 
teleconference. 


will not be like 
syria. This guy has gonna want to 
better hair BZ \ hear what he 


than Ido. ; has to say. 
He's a 
terrorist. 


And whose 
idea was it to do this 
here, the day the entire 
damn press corps is in Central 
Park? I think our driver cut 
off Helene Cooper pulling 
up here! You have any idea 
the mess we'd be in if 


they found out-- 
2 Phi 


Pp, 
would you please 
just let me make you 
some money? I Know 
it's been a while, but I 
promise, it's just 
like riding a bike. 


terrorist 
has to say. ; 


A 
terrorist 
bike. 


Meet 
Pietro 
Lensherr. 


last, our 
guests have 
arrived! 


The ChieF 
Executive of World- 
wide Solutions himself-- | 
Mister Hanstead, the Devon, you... 


pleasure is all you look just -- 
mine. exquisite. 


Oh-- 
why thank } 
you. 


Now, please, 
please, I know 
your time is very 
valuable--right 
this way, both 
Of you. 


I was just 
looking over 
your third quarter 


report--tea? No, thank 
uP you. Well, the 


restructuring 
has beena 
challenge for us, 
obviously. 


I understand. 
These are 
trying times. 
For all of us. 


Your company 
fascinates me greatlu, 
sir, such scope--energu, 
technology, global finance-- 
just so many facets. Tell 


me, Mister Hanstead--do you See, thatis 
know what the most valuable (“py exactly what 
good this country ever thought 
. imported is? myself. But No, 
actually-- 


Adjusted for inflation, 
this nation's slave trade 
contributed--conservatively, 
even--around twenty 
trillion dollars to the 
national economy. 


And as you and I know, that 
money doesn't just disappear, 
does it? It's put back into 
the economy, again 
and again. 


It has paid for 
industrialization. 
The military buildup that 
made you into a super- 
power. Your roads, 
your homes, your 
universities-- 


All that 
suffering paid 
for your Way 

of life. 


I'm not 

@) surelsee ‘ 5 
4 where this is No bother. 
’ going-- Look at that. 

‘\ Miserable weathe' 
: isn't it? 
Welcome 
to New York. 


I once Knew a young girl-- 
a mutant--who could look 
at those clouds, and force 
them to part, just through where is she 

the power of her when we need 


own mind. her, right? 


Yeah, well, 


jeboroned: 


You mean Indeed. And 
Charles Xavier | how greatly we 

and your have all suffered 

father. in their names. 


Oh, no 
need to apologize, 

I assure you. We 
weren't exactly friends. 
Just another foot soldier 

in an unnecessary war 
between two veru 
angry old men. 


— — 


I'm subject to the same 
rash laws as any other 
mutant since my father's 
attack. My legal status 
here is virtually 
nonexistent, I'm 
forced to hide from 
the authorities-- 


Now, 


T'll be direct with 
you, Mr. Hanstead-- 
Iam acutely aware of the 
fact that my name carries 
with it a certain degree of. 
baggage. Despite my 
heroic service in the 
Ultimates. 


I've even been asked 
to relinquish my 
family's properties in 
Massachusetts, if you 
can believe such 
a thing. 


You could 
kill me right 
now, and face 
no \egal 
reprisal. 


outside funds and 
connections afford me 
a limited degree of 
autonomy, thankfully, / 
but even that is... 7/ 
tenuous. 


The simple 
reality is, due to 
my refusal to submit 
to involuntary 
detention at the 
hands of your 
government-- 


Hey, look, I 
voted for the 
other guy. 
Don't-- 


draconian 
measures. 


IF I could 
show you some of 
the things I've seen-- 
Mutants with 
breathtaking abilities, 
powers that could 
change lives, 
fundamentally alter 
the way our societies 
function... 


Just imagine 
what that girl able 
to change weather 
patterns could do 

for farming 
industry. 

What a 
teleporter 
could do for 

shipping. 


Oh, I don't doubt 
for even a second 
that you oppose these 


YOuarea 
man of vision, one 
of the last titans of 
industry. You know the 
future when you're face- 
to-face with it. But 
Mister Hanstead... 
Philip-- 


What a mind 
reader would mean 
to your market 
research. 


It must be 
so frustrating 
for a man like you, 
to see all this potential 
wasted, to see mankind 
retreat into prejudice 
and fear when so much 
opportunity lay right 
before us. 


Opportunity, 
Mister Lensherr? 
Oh sure, we all see 
the opportunity. 
But there's also 
some not- 
inconsiderable 
risk involved-- 


"We just dug 
{ Manhattan out 
\ of the water’ risk, 
if you Follow. 


s OF course. 

I don't dispute that 
without proper training 
and tutelage, mutants 

can infact do terrible 

things. 

No one 
knows that 
better than 

I, sadly-- 


And I am willing 
to risk something 
of my own to do 
; this-- 


Which is 
precisely why 
those such as 
muself have a 

responsibility to 
help the gifted 
who come after 
us. 


I feel itis 
my duty--my 
destiny, even-- 
to unite the 
persecuted mutants 
of this nation, to 
bring them under my 
personal protection, 
and inspire them to 
take the next steps 
in this planet's 
evolution and 
progress. 


Well, Mister 
Lensherr, I 
applaud your 
resolve. 


No, no, 
listen, we all 
gotta have ou 
causes, and I wish 
you the best of luck. 
As acard-carruing 
homo sapien, I look 


forward to my own it. 


insolvency. () 


But for now, 

Devon, if you don't 
mind, I think we'd better get 
going--seeing as how what 
we've already heard makes 
us accessories to a 
war crime-- 


Mister Hanstead, 
I'm afraid you 
misunderstand me 
completely, I 
apologize. Please, 

hear me ou 


intend to 


fight any going to gather 


all these many 
mutants. I am going 
to unite them under 
my cause-- 


And then 
Iam going 
to sell them 
to you. 


I'm 
back, Clint... 
sitrep. 4a 


Sketchy, 


sir. Oh, Iwould ‘¥ 
prefer them ; 
\ One atatime, Ji 
| soldier... | 


But I'm crunched ae First up 
for time, so give me . ~~, vw All right. is the latest 
Give me E.U.S.S., regarding 


your top three, 
Uruguay and the this Asgard 


first to worst. “| i =I - f J 
PF | ’ “\ S.E.A.R. on the big situation. 
board, please. 


"TK that ; t— at “But the European Union 
all a Loe be ( is so spooked they've “And...you're gonna 
personally spoken to Z reconstituted their [Si love this... we just 


Thor and he assures you we . Ae. | Super-Soldier program. found out that 
Jamie Braddock is 


that there is \ = j 
nothing to fear here... SAAN / leading the team." 


S “Second is the semi-controlled skirmishes 
of the Uruguay-Argentina conflict have 
escalated to the point where it appears | - le 5 

that a full-scale invasion is likely. * yj “The U.S. ambassador to the 

— \ U.N. is already promising 

}) Ultimates support if the 

Security Council chooses 

to act collectively. 

— “Surveillance 
suggests this to 
be a very real 
possibility. 


—_ ii 
here's the one a 
that bothersme |J : j a 


the most. . ~ — 
2 r <a | 7 Z We 
q 7° 


“We've been hearing rumblings 
from third party intelligence 


ae | 


“Yet, to date, all we have 
to show for it are three dead 


sources inside the S.E.A.R. about 
a combo biological/metahuman 


weapons system... spies and zero additional intel. 


“Something's 
going on here, 
General." 


What happened f } J 
to the old Captain, LN l 


Diagnosed 
with cancer four 


days ago. 
Ss And what 


do you want 
to do about 
S.E.AR.P 


——S- 
—> Okay. 


Ihavea 
meeting. 


that roster 
when it's 


You Know, Oh it's 
the look on your much worse 
boss. face suggests that than that... 
you're off to meet 
with your ex-wife...I'm 
guessing she wants 
more alimony. 


Suits up from Y 
Washington. 


He's waiting 
for you in your 
ice, sir. 


Be 
careful. 


You'll 
shoot your 
. eye out. 


The President 
said you would be 
straight to the 
point. 
Fair 
enough. 


We're going 
to be reducing 
your budget by 

30 percent. 


I know who you are. I 
Know you're here from the 
White House, and that you 
have news regarding next 

year's projected 
operating budget. e 


Ah, ajoke. 
€xcellent. 
Spirits are | 
high. 
General 
Fury, I'm Jasper 
Sitwell, special 
counci-- 


Thirty 
percent. 


You just 
finished telling 
me to expand by 
the same 
amount. 


Look 
at this: 


Not counting 
the Triskelion here, 
or the one in Iran, 
we recently completed 
four more around the world. 
We're retasking the entire 
Helicarrier fleet. Hell, 
we're secretly building 
two orbital weapons 
platforms. 


response to our 
needing to undertake 
broader missions. 


You're 
effectively 
cutting my 
[ budget in The 
And we still S half. A 
expect you to pie aa 
do that, sir. You're \ shit 
just going to have That's ( oe F 
to find a wau. what you " 
military people 
always sau, 
right? Find 


You 
understand... 
people will die 

because of 
this. 


There's 
nothing I 


We're \ 
_{ stretched }” 
\ too thin. J 


Piptro's:Penthouse. 


I happen 
tobe a very 
persuasive man. In 
fact, that's how I got 
the appointment in 
the first place. 


Istill 
can't believe 
he went 
for it. 


Whu, 
Devon, I 
thought you 
knew-- 


Is it? Is it 
really-- my God-- 
how Ihave missed 
you-- missed you 

so very much-- J 


Just like 
you told me 
to-- five 
are fallen, 


and one is. 


Soon. 


I am so proud of 
you, Pietro. Our 
fatheris so 
proud of you. 


You're 
pleased, then? 
I-I'm trying, 


but it's been 
so hard-- 


I Know, my 
darling-- I know 
how lonely you are. 
And I have heard your 
cries. But your sins That is 
have been SO great. why you must 
The path to your soul's Ja go to Egupt. 
salvation will not : 
be an easy Z 
one-- 


P-PietroP 
Are you all 
right? 


Hey...you 
don't look so 
good-- canI 

get you-- 


I said 
GET OUT! 


To Be Continued... 


NEXT ISSUE 
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Available on the Marvel Comics App and Available 
at Your Local Comic Book Retailer August e011 


To find your local comic & hobby shop, go to 
www.comicshoplocatorcom or call 1-888-COMICBOOK 
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